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Eden Hinrichs
Staff Writer
A recent addition to the 
DMACC Boone campus, Kerry 
Newbanks, has brought his life 
experiences as an engineer, 
bartender, and National Guard 
soldier and loving father to Civil 
Engineering Tech. After many 
years of hopping from different 
companies in engineering 
and dabbling in other fields, 
Newbanks went back to school 
to pursue a degree in engineering 
and eventually become a teacher.
There are very few people 
who think of their teacher as 
a hero just as many here at 
DMACC may never look at a 
teacher as more then a person. 
Newbanks may see like an 
authoritarian figure, whose 
focused eyes never lose their 
sharpness. Yet when telling his 
life story, his demeanor changes 
to one of pride.
Sitting, relaxed in his office, 
with a cup of coffee in his hand 
he talks about what is like to be 
a teacher, “It’s awesome!” When 
Newbanks left high school, he 
had no idea what he wanted to 
be or where he wanted to go. He 
had originally joined the National 
Guard for the college money but 
quickly realized that college was 
much different from high school. 
“I remember thinking: oh, I’m 
expected to show up,” said 
Newbanks.  “That’s when I went 
to work in the world.” 
The National Guard opened 
many doors for Newbanks. For 
the last 20 years taught soldiers 
how to kill and not be killed. 
Newbanks was employed 
at the Pella Windows plant 
in Carroll; eventually he was 
transferred to the Story City 
plant. Shortly after he married, 
the winds of change began to 
blow.
When the chance to own a 
dance club in Denison popped 
up, he jumped at the opportunity. 
NEWBIES became the center 
of his life but the 12-14 hour 
days were taking their toll on 
his young marriage. After seven 
months, Newbanks decided that 
this wasn’t the path he wanted to 
take.
In 1999, his wife had 
convinced him to quit his job 
with Pella Windows and go 
Photo: Eden Hinrichs
Kerry Newbanks
Boone campus discovers Newbanks more than an instructor
Registration 
for spring 
classes begins
Starting today, Oct. 24, 
students can sign up for 
spring classes. Classes for 
the spring semester start 
Jan, 7, 2008. Boone campus 
students may register 
Monday through Thursday 
of each week from 7: 30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. and from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fridays 
at the front office or by 
appointment. 
Online registration is 
also available. To register 
online, go to the DMACC 
website at www.dmacc.edu. 
Today, online registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. After 
today, online registration will 
be available from 5:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 a.m. everyday. For 
questions about registration 
or to set up an appointment, 
call (515) 432-7203. 
back to school. Newbanks 
tried to enroll in the Computer 
Aided Drafting program at 
DMACC’s Ankeny campus, but 
found that there was a waiting 
list. Eagar to start school, 
Newbanks began to look to other 
campuses. After much searching 
Newbanks discovered that the 
Boone DMACC campus had a 
Civil Engineering Technology 
program. “I figured I would 
try it out; I am glad I did,” said 
Newbanks. Before he had even 
graduated in 2001 he took a 
job with civil engineering firm 
WHKS & Co. in Mason City.
In 2003 he accepted a new 
job with Howard R. Green, for 
the better position and pay. Only 
one year later he would be called 
to serve in Afghanistan as convoy 
security, an event that would 
forever change his outlook on 
life?
Newbanks said that 
his experiences serving in 
Afghanistan changed his 
perspective on life. “All I ever 
cared about was myself. I was 
Continued on PAGE 2, 
NEWBANKS
Jessi Smith
Managing Editor
The fall DMACC 
presentation of “You Can’t Get 
There From Here” by Pat Cook 
will be shown in the theatre Oct. 
26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
“You Can’t Get There From 
Here” is the story of a small 
town bed and breakfast that 
strategically attracts customers 
who hit a near by pot hole on the 
town’s main street. A big city 
journalists falls victim to the 
pothole while on his search for a 
Pulitzer Prize winner. He decides 
to call the town out on the pot 
hole issue and winds up being 
dragged through a whirl wind 
extravaganza and falling in love 
with a local. 
“Like any production you 
have your ups and downs,” said 
director Kay Mueller. “Right now 
the biggest issue is trying to get 
everyone there at the same time.” 
“I know that I have the right 
people for the right parts,” said 
a confident Mueller. “This is my 
23rd year here; I’ve done a play 
every year.”
“It’s got some nice humor in 
it. It’s to what I call screw-ball 
romantic comedy,” said Mueller. 
Mueller expects the play to 
be around and hour and half to an 
hour and forty-five minutes long. 
Admission is free to DMACC 
students and costs $5 per person 
for the general public. 
Mueller takes on 23rd play at DMACC
Photo: Tim Larson
Lauren Vidimos (left), Dee Egdorf (center) and Ted Herrick (right) rehearse for the upcoming “You 
Can’t Get There From Here” performance on the Boone campus.
Cartoon: Eden Hinrichs
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SWITCH for FREE
Boone
Modern Appliance
802 8th St
C&C Stereo/The Computer Place
915 6th St
Madrid
Madrid Automotive
317 Annex Rd.
Molly Lumley
Banner Staff Writer
Amidst the chaos of Iowa 
State Homecoming in Ames on 
Saturday, a group of artists at the 
Creative Artists Studio of Ames 
were hard at work setting their 
artwork up for display in the 4th 
Annual Lincoln Highway Artists 
Studio Tour.
The tour was a self guided 
art exhibition which started in 
Napier and went through Ames, 
Nevada, Colo, State Center, and 
Marshalltown. There were over 
30 artists participating in all six 
locations. Potters, glass blowers, 
jewelers, painters, and others 
displayed their best pieces to the 
public. 
Several of the artists were 
working on pieces while people 
came into their workspace and 
looked around. Mary Ann Begg, 
a recently retired art teacher, sat 
in front of a table filled with her 
handiwork. Begg makes pottery 
and loves to cover her work with 
oak leaves and birds. Each pot 
takes about three 8-hour days to 
complete. 
“I’m always looking for 
the perfect oak leaf,” Begg said 
while carving a leaf into a small 
pot with lattice like openings in 
the top. She continually brushed 
water around the rim to keep it 
from drying out prematurely.
Begg has been working with 
pottery since the 1970’s. “I get 
to do as much as I want now 
instead of cramming it in on the 
weekends,” she said. 
Another potter, Greg 
Lamont, gave a live 
demonstration of how to begin 
sculpting on a wheel from start to 
finish. He began by “throwing” 
the clay onto the wheel. The 
actual process doesn’t involve 
throwing the clay, but simply 
making sure that the clay is 
properly adhered to the wheel. 
The term came from Middle 
English meaning “to turn.” 
After throwing the clay, 
Lamont began the centering 
process; aligning the clay with 
the center of the wheel.  “If 
I can’t get the clay to center, 
I’m probably doing something 
wrong,” Lamont said. He stressed 
the importance of getting the air 
bubbles out of the clay; failure 
to do so will cause the pottery to 
explode in the kiln.
After checking the thickness 
of the bottom 
of the clay with 
a thin needle, 
Lamont began the 
opening process 
by pulling the 
clay upward 
with his finger 
and stretching 
it to increase 
its height. He 
used a third pull 
to establish the 
mug’s shape, 
trimmed off the 
excess clay, and 
set it aside to dry.
Lamont showed other pieces 
of pottery that were at the bone 
hard drying stage. “If I put these 
back into water they would turn 
into goo, but kiln fired pieces 
won’t,” he said.
Painter Chris Cowan had 
many watercolor, oil, and pastel 
works set up in her studio. Most 
of Cowan’s paintings had a 
landscape theme, but there were 
a few with butterflies and flowers 
as subjects. She brought attention 
to one of the smaller works on 
the wall. The painting, entitled 
“Prayer Like Water,” depicted 
clasped hands holding a crystal 
clear rosary over water (pictured 
above).
“I wanted to do a painting 
about women’s health but also 
relating to spirituality,” Cowan 
said. 
One of the biggest paintings 
in Cowan’s studio entitled “Irish 
Window Base,” displayed a 
second place ribbon from the 
Iowa Watercolor Society. 
Norma Wolff had a display 
of bookmarks and postcards 
with lilies on a table that she 
photographed, but her main work 
is painting. All of her painting 
depicted different aspects of life 
in Africa. She has traveled back 
and forth doing anthropology 
work in Africa since the 1960’s. 
“I’ve done these since I’ve 
retired, they are my memories.” 
Wolff uses crayons in her 
pictures, she draws the pictures 
with the crayons and fills them 
in with color. She then coats the 
entire picture with black ink so 
the crayon is completely covered 
and scrapes it off in different 
areas to expose the color 
underneath. One of the pictures 
in her studio depicted different 
shapes in the red and black used 
in Ghana funerals.
Melissa Stenstrom, the lone 
metal worker of the studio, had 
her jewelry displayed in several 
glass cases. She is a part time art 
instructor at the DMACC Ankeny 
campus and the Hunziker Center. 
She specializes in anticlastic 
methods of metal working, 
which is folding the metal 
in a potato chip shape. 
She showed the sinusoidal 
stick she uses to shape 
the metal. The stick is 
approximately 8 inches 
long and half of it is 
molded into a curvy shape. 
“I put the metal on it and 
hammer it into the shape I 
want,” Stenstrom said.
Stenstrom enjoys 
making pins using bugs 
as a model. One of her 
pins looked exactly like 
a cicada. She kept the original 
cicada in a small bag. “This 
one worked well [as a model],” 
she said. “I only had to trim a 
bit of its wings.” Stenstrom has 
recently been experimenting with 
abstract shapes.
Dot Prater, who graduated 
from Iowa State University with 
a degree in Art Education, enjoys 
working with calligraphy. Prater 
had a variety of hand made cards. 
Some had origami, stamping, 
calligraphy, and stippling. 
Stippling is creating a picture 
using a special micropen that 
draws one dot at time, like the 
pixels on a computer screen. The 
finished work is very detailed, 
and offers the artist more control 
over the finished product.
“It makes you slow down, 
and I think a lot of artists forget 
to slow down,” Prater said. 
“[Stippling] is very therapeutic, 
I get lost in another world 
sometimes.”
Prater also makes posters, 
journals, aprons, handbags, and 
other items using calligraphy. 
She incorporates humor into her 
work with her bag which read 
“I Speak Orchid” on the front in 
purple and blue lettering.
Other artists in the Ames 
area were Art Ciccotti, hand 
blown glass, Jean Hagert Dow, 
oil painting, Patrica Kimle, 
jewelry, and Joel Bulanek, pencil 
and color pencil. 
Creative Artists Studio of Ames hosts Lincoln Highway Studio Tour
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Molly Lumley
News Editor
With cold weather right 
around the corner, DMACC is 
doing its part to keep Iowans 
warm with the help of some 
famous performers and Phi Theta 
Kappa.
DMACC, along with 
the Radio City Rockettes, is 
sponsoring the second annual 
Winter Warmth Coat Drive. 
Anyone with new or slightly 
used coats, mittens hats, gloves, 
scarves, or boots is being asked 
to donate them to the drive. Drop 
off sites are located on all six 
DMACC campuses as well as the 
Ames Hunziker Center, the Des 
Moines Civic Center and KCWI 
23 in Des Moines. The drop off 
box for the Boone campus is 
located outside Rm. 120. The 
drive runs until Oct 26.
Phi Theta Kappa was 
involved with the project last 
year, and decided to volunteer 
again this fall. The coats will be 
given out to Boone students and 
their families through the first 
week in November. Any coats not 
given away will be donated to the 
Salvation Army.  
Phi Theta Kappa Iowa 
Regional Coordinator, Nancy 
Woods, urged students in need of 
warm winter gear to stop into the 
front office or Rm. 223 anytime 
and ask for whatever they need. 
“This is a share-what-you-
wear kind of thing, not a charity,” 
said Woods. “We will be giving 
these out to Boone students first, 
especially international students 
who may not understand how 
cold it can get [in Iowa].” 
Woods said the goal is 
100 coats; PTK wants to top 
last year’s record of around 60 
coats. The first load of coats 
have already been removed from 
the drop box because they were 
overflowing onto the floor. 
PTK member Adell Fellmet 
said they had collected 34 coats 
on Oct. 16, when they emptied 
the box.  Fellmet was able to find 
a good quality winter coat to take 
with her. There were a variety 
of men’s, woman, and children’s 
coats in the box.
The coat drive is being 
promoted by DMACC President 
Rob Denson and the Radio City 
Rockettes in a TV commercial 
made by KCWI 23. 
“We have a good working 
relationship with the people at 
the TV station [KCWI 23] and 
we’re always looking for ways 
to promote DMACC,” said 
Marketing Director Todd Jones. 
“We contacted the TV station and 
the Rockettes were open to the 
opportunity.”
The Rockettes is an all 
female dance group and is 
famous for their uniform look 
and dance moves. The Rockettes 
work with many charities such as 
the Ronald McDonald House and 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation.
Radio City Rockettes sponsor Coat Drive
happy to be who I was and do 
what I wanted. After Afghanistan, 
things changed.”
Newbanks said that his time 
in Afghanistan taught him to set 
his own thoughts and feelings 
aside to see the bigger picture. 
“Once you’ve been shot at it 
really changes your goals,” said 
Newbanks.
In 2007, working at Howard 
R. Green become difficult and 
another offer came his way.  
Newbanks kept in contact with 
CET department head Renee 
White, after he graduated. When 
the teaching position opened up, 
White called Newbanks to offer 
him the position. After a few 
interviews, the job was his. Even 
though he is new to the campus 
he has already grown attached 
to the students and workplace, 
devouring each new challenge as 
it comes.
Despite his divorce in 2005, 
Newbanks remains devoted 
to his family. He is still good 
friends with his ex-wife and is 
thoroughly involved with his 
children. 
Although Newbanks is not 
the archetypical hero, he tackles 
the task of teaching like one 
of Stan Lee’s characters. “I am 
enjoying it,” said Newbanks. 
“The challenges I am running 
into are not what I expected.” Photo: Eden Hinrichs
NEWBANKS 
continued from PAGE 1
Ryan Logan deposits a winter coat in the Coat Drive box.
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Smart choices in costumes and accessories can help keep your 
little ghosts and goblins out of harms way this Halloween.
Costume
Halloween safety
Masks, hats 
and makeup
Tips
• Costumes should be 
easily visible; if not, use 
light-reflecting tape 
on costume and bag
• Costume should be 
short enough so children 
do not trip
• If possible, go 
trick-or-treating 
before dark
• Have a parent 
or older brother 
or sister go 
with younger kids
• Plan your route, 
tell your family 
where you will 
be and visit
   only areas you
     are familiar with
• Do not eat 
any of your 
treats until a 
grown-up has 
checked them
• Use cosmetics rather 
than a loose fitting mask 
which can restrict vision 
and breathing
• Tie hats or scarfs securely 
to prevent them from slipping 
over the child’s 
face and limiting sight
• Avoid costumes with 
baggy sleeves or billowing 
skirts which can catch fire 
easily; buy costumes 
labeled “flame resistant”
Jessi Smith
Managing Editor
The Student Activities 
Council’s Steve Krafcisin and 
the Boone DMACC Wellness 
Coordinator Jenny Spry-Knutson 
will be helping DMACC to 
celebrate Halloween in the 
Courter Center with contests and 
treats for all DMACC students 
and staff.
On Oct. 31, at 12 p.m. 
there will be two contests 
running in the Courter Center 
for both students and staff. The 
first contests will be the Taffy 
Apple Eating Contest. The 
student or staff member who 
consumes the most Taffy Apple 
within 30 seconds wins. The 
winner will receive $25 for the 
accomplishment. In previous 
years there has been a pumpkin 
pie eating contest, however, due 
to a pie-in-face incident, taffy 
apples will the be alternative. 
The second contest, which 
does not involve wolfing down 
sweets, will be a costume contest. 
Any student or staff member 
who is wearing a Halloween 
costume is invited to participate. 
Judges will determine the 
best Halloween costume and 
award the winner $25. The 
student audience will choose 
the top three best costumes and 
randomly picked staff members 
will decide which participants 
will take home the prize. 
At 11 a.m. in the Courter 
Center free pumpkin bars will be 
provided by the Campus Cafe. 
Any one who wants to participate 
in the free food or contests needs 
to be present in the Courter 
Center between 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. 
Lunch: $6.25
Dinner: $7.75
Halloween 
Contest
~From The 
Banner 
staff~
HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN
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The Bears won the DMACC Invitational Tournament on Oct. 13.  The 
Bears beat Neosho Community College and North Dakota State College of 
Science in three straight 30-16, 30-25, 30-12, and 30-20, 20-22, 30-18.  
The Bears dropped the first two games but came back in the third, 
against Longview Community College, to win in five 26-30, 22-30, 30-23, 
30-22, 15-11.
The Bears split the match against Coffeyville Community College, but 
went on to win in the fifth game 30-17, 26-30, 28-30, 30-17, 15-06.
DMACC plays host to the NJCAA Conference Tournament this year.  
The tournament will be held this Friday and Saturday.  Matches and game 
times will be announced by Friday.
The Bears will go into the tournament ranked 9th in their division.
Photos: Eric Ver Helst
Clockwise from left: Kaitlyn DeVries, Katie Heuer, Kayla Knobbe, Shelby DeNeice and Rachel Wenzel
Bears go undefeated, win DMACC Invitational
DMACC to host NJCAA Conference Tournament Oct. 26, 27
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Tonight
DMACC Vs 
Southeastern
6:30 p.m.
Volleyball
to Grand View College
515-263-2810 ( 800-444-6083 ( www.gvc.edu
DES MOINES, IOWA
Call today to discuss your 
needs with one of our transfer 
admissions counselors.
Classes start January 7.
when you transfer
( Simple transfer policies, up to 66 
semester hours of credit accepted 
from two-year colleges
( 35 baccalaureate majors
( Dynamic internships
( Transfer scholarships available
( 100% job placement for all but two 
of the past 14 years
( Choice of on-campus living styles
( Average class size of 14
( Personal attention, with all classes 
taught by professional faculty
Tim Larson
Executive Editor
The government of Burma 
has long claimed to be the 
protector of the monks.  The 
junta’s behavior of late has put 
lie to this claim.  Over the two 
weeks of protests, thousands of 
monks were beaten and arrested, 
many are still unaccounted for.  
The military kept to their modus 
operendi and met the protests 
with violence.  The official death 
toll is 10.  The actual number 
is estimated to be somewhere 
between 500 and 2000.  
The recent pro-democracy 
protests in Burma (Myanmar) 
have awakened the world to the 
plight of the people of Burma.  
This struggle, more than 40 years 
in the making, has only now 
come to the attention of the world 
at large.  
When I last visited Burma 
in December of 2005, the people 
were upset with the U.S. for 
our invasion of Iraq.  However, 
they were not upset for the same 
reason as the rest of the world.  
The people in Burma were 
upset because we didn’t invade 
them.  Over and over again, 
from people I knew and people I 
did not, I was asked “when will 
Bush invade Burma?”  There 
was a note of excitement in their 
question.  They were excited by 
the possibility of regime change 
for their country.  Burma has 
an existing democratic system, 
and strong democratic sentiment 
in the population, but the junta 
continues to tighten its grip.  
In 1991 Aung San Suu Kyi 
won the Nobel Peace Prize.  Suu 
Kyi’s father, General Aung San, 
led the fight for independence 
against the British in 1942 and 
remains a national hero.  Suu Kyi 
was elected Prime Minister in 
nationwide democratic elections 
in 1990.  Members of her party, 
National League for Democracy, 
won a plurality of seats in 
the representative assembly.  
Almost immediately following 
the elections, the military junta 
either arrested or exiled nearly 
all elected officials.  The official 
reason for the arrests varied, but 
the intention soon became clear.  
When the U.N. began to 
demand that the junta turn 
control of the country over to 
the elected government, the 
junta replied that they wanted 
to do so but could not because 
those elected were all gone.  The 
elected government officials 
were either in prison (officially 
referred to as “living in a 
government guest house”), dead 
or had fled the country. 
A major student uprising in 
1988, which would pave the way 
for the elections two years later, 
was swiftly and violently halted.  
More than 3,000 people were 
killed by the military in order to 
quell the rebellion (the official 
toll reported fewer than 50).  The 
massacre effectively crushed the 
uprising.
After a military coup toppled 
the democratic government in 
1962, Burma has been ruled 
by a succession of brutally 
repressive military dictatorships.  
Almost from the beginning, 
the government began to 
systematically relocate the people 
living in tribal areas throughout 
the country.  Many of these 
people were forced from the 
remote lands their people had 
occupied for centuries and moved 
to more accessible areas.  Those 
who resisted, in any way, were 
summarily killed.
The resistance was most 
fierce in Shan state in the north of 
the country.  Many tribes formed 
resistance armies, most notably 
the Kachin and Karen.  The 
sheer barbarity with which the 
government met the resistance is 
appalling.  The Burmese military, 
upon entering a village, would 
kill the men, force the boys into 
the army as porters (essentially 
slaves), rape the women and, 
when they had satisfied their 
sexual urges, march the women 
and girls through fields as human 
mine-sweepers.  The number 
of dead is not actually known 
(the junta didn’t catalogue its 
activities), but it is estimated to 
be in the millions.
During both the ’88 uprising, 
and the most recent protests, the 
junta blamed “outside agitators” 
for the behavior of the people.  
They asserted that the people 
were not rebelling of their own 
accord but were compelled to do 
so by democratic states seeking 
to upset the peace and stability of 
the country.  This assertion was 
dubious, at best, in 1988.  The 
recent protests, led by the highly 
revered Buddhist monks, made 
the assertion of outside influence 
patently absurd.  Burma, an 
officially Buddhist state, holds 
the monks in such high regard 
that to step on the shadow of a 
monk is considered offensive.
A general who defected to 
Thailand claimed that many of 
the monks who were arrested 
were taken to the jungle, shot 
and their bodies dumped in 
mass graves.  This claim is 
still unsubstantiated, but is not 
entirely unbelievable.  Burma has 
the largest standing army, with 
the exception of China, in south 
east Asia.  Their only “enemy” is 
the people of Burma; their guns 
are all trained inward.
At the peak of the 
demonstrations last month, it is 
estimated that more than 20,000 
monks marched in protest of the 
government.  All of the major 
monasteries were shut down by 
the government.  In many cases 
the monks were locked inside.  
The handful of images that made 
it out of the country showed 
the blood stained interiors of 
the monasteries after they were 
ransacked by government forces. 
After four days of protest, 
the government shut down 
Internet communications and 
began their violent crackdown.  
A Japanese photographer was 
shot and killed while he lay on 
the ground.  Video available 
on YouTube shows a Burmese 
soldier standing above the 
photographer and shooting 
him, point blank, in the chest.  
The junta claims that he was 
hit by a stray round, fired by 
“outside agents posing as 
monks.”  Members of Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy 
were detained for questioning 
throughout the protest; some as 
recently as last week.  Those 
monks who escaped the raids 
have fled the country or have 
been captured while trying to 
escape.
U Gambira, a leader of the 
All-Burma Monks’ Alliance, 
the organization which led the 
September protests, issued a 
statement, from hiding, via Radio 
Free Asia, pleading with the U.N. 
to take action.   Gambira said that 
sanctions would take too long 
and that the U.N. and the U.S. 
must take direct action in Burma. 
 Gambria ended his 
statement with a bleak appeal 
for help.  “I might not have very 
long to live. I…have a very slim 
chance of survival. Please try 
your best to relieve our suffering. 
It will be worse in [the] future 
when they [the junta] have laid 
down their roadmap so they can 
remain in power forever—it 
will be a blueprint to oppress 
us systematically. Once they 
establish their constitution, the 
Burmese people will suffer for 
generation after generation.”
Gambira begged the U.N. 
and U.S. to “implement the most 
effective practical measures in 
Burma…to carry out various 
ways and means to get political 
results now. For today.” 
The White House responded 
by tightening restrictions on 
exports to Burma and giving 
the Treasury Department the 
go-ahead to freeze the assets of 
Burma’s military leaders and 
their supporters.  The European 
Union drafted a strongly worded 
letter, though it was substantially 
softened so that China would 
sign on.  The letter has not yet 
been sent.
Burmese junta crushes demonstration, imprisons monks
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On Sept. 23, a co-worker and 
good friend of mine lost her only 
son due to complications from 
diabetes.  I have known Nate 
Prindle’s mother, Diane, for the 
years we’ve both worked at Mary 
Greeley Medical Center in Ames. 
I was amazed at just how 
courageously Diane faced her 
son’s death.  Her valor in the face 
of such a traumatic event was 
deeply moving.  She showed the 
kind of strength that many of us 
lack, including me, by reaching 
out and comforting others as she 
was in pain.  
While I didn’t personally 
know Nathan in life, in death I 
came to see what an impact he 
brought to bear in this world in 
his short life of 21 years.  His life 
touched so many people, and I 
regret that I had not the chance 
to know him.  His many, many 
friends on DMACC’s Boone 
campus found him to be a warm, 
generous, and giving person.  The 
shear number of people who felt 
his death so keenly is testament 
to the beauty of his life.
Others, like me who didn’t 
know Nathan in life, will 
continue to benefit from his 
generosity.  You see, Nate was an 
organ donor.  In death, his giving 
spirit will continue.  I can’t think 
of a more fitting tribute to such 
an amazing young man.  Diane 
shared with me a letter she 
received from the Organ Donor 
Network.  The letter spoke of the 
numerous people whose lives 
were improved because of Nate’s 
gift.  This was one of the most 
emotional letters I’ve ever read.  
It must bring enormous joy and 
pride to Nathan’s family that he 
could continue to benefit the lives 
of others in his earthly death.
So, let us not grieve for 
Nathan, as his life continues.  His 
generosity and kindness continue. 
His gentle spirit is alive and well 
in the faces of those to whom he 
gave so much.  What a wonderful 
legacy to for him to leave. 
“To Remember Me,” by 
Robert N. Test probably says 
better than can I what organ 
donation is all about.
The day will come when my body will lie upon a white 
sheet neatly tucked under four corners of a mattress 
located in a hospital busily occupied with the living 
and the dying.  At a certain moment, a doctor will 
determine that my brain has ceased to function and 
that, for all intents and purposes, my life has stopped.
When that happens, do not attempt to instill artificial 
life into my body by the use of a machine.  And don’t 
call this my deathbed.  Let it be called the Bed of Life, 
and let my body be taken from it to help others lead 
fuller lives.
Give my sight to the man who has never seen a sunrise, 
a baby’s face, or love in the eyes of a woman.  Give my 
heart to a person whose own heart has caused nothing 
but endless days of pain.
Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from 
the wreckage of his car, so that he might live to see his 
grandchildren play.  Give my kidneys to the one who 
depends on a machine to exist.  Take my bones, every 
muscle, every fiber and nerve of my body and find a 
way to make a crippled child walk.
Explore every corner of my brain.  Take my cells, 
if necessary, and let them grow so that, someday, a 
speechless boy will shout at the crack of a bat and 
a deaf girl will hear the sound of rain against her 
window.
Burn what is left of me and scatter the ashes to the 
winds to help the flowers grow.  If you must bury 
something, let it be my faults, my weaknesses, and all 
prejudices against my fellow man.
If, by chance, you wish to remember me, do it with a 
kind deed or word to someone who needs you.  If you 
do all I have asked, I will live forever.
Generosity after death
Mary Elizabeth Drahos
Opinion Editor
Oh wow. I am surprised.
Britney Spears has lost her 
kids, again. I know, I know. 
Many of you out there are 
thinking, how is it possible that 
someone as emotionally stable 
and responsible as Britney Spears 
can lose her kids?
I, for one, am shocked. 
Shocked and appalled.
Britney has always been an 
example of how we, as just plain 
old civilians, should run our 
lives. When she first came onto 
the scene, I totally looked up to 
her little school girl outfits and 
her hooking up with her cousin 
in her music video for “Hit Me 
Baby One More Time” (for those 
who don’t know, her love interest 
in the video was her cousin…
HOT!). 
And how did this pure 
virginal little girl celebrate the 
fact that her first album of teasing 
and you-want-me-but-you-can’t-
have-me attitude was a big hit? 
Oh yes, she turned a 180 into 
sexy Britney. 
This next chapter of her life 
was a very imitatable one for 
many of her fans. Who wouldn’t 
run around in tight leather pants 
and bra-like tops? It is a very 
classy and fashionable statement 
that many young people should 
adapt.
I know I was really in awe 
of her when she stripped down to 
a flesh colored outfit and gyrated 
to the Stones’ “Satisfaction.”  I 
wanted to go out the next day, 
buy the outfit, and randomly 
go up to strangers to shake my 
money maker.
As if that wasn’t classy 
enough, the next chapter of her 
life threw her off the charts; 
turning into slutty Britney. If 
dancing with a giant snake in 
nothing more than undergarments 
can make people label you as a 
slut, then I say let them judge. 
There have been many times I 
didn’t know what to wear for 
the day, so I just put on my 
underwear and go out to catch a 
garter snake. 
It is a fashion accessory to 
wear when you have nothing else 
in your closet.
It was about this time that 
Britney made the transition from 
number-one-pop-princess to top-
rated-movie-star. I was utterly 
devastated when her performance 
in “Crossroads” did not land her 
an Oscar nomination. What were 
the judges thinking? That was 
Oscar material! The judges are 
probably just jealous because 
they didn’t think of the idea for 
the movie first.
After her movie, she decided 
to take a six month break, which 
was heartbreaking for me at the 
time. However, I was happy that 
she decided to keep the media in 
her life so I could see how she 
acted outside of her public image. 
And let me just say, her 
antics during those six months 
made her go from my pop idol, to 
my hero.
Her drinking and smoking 
and slew of men going in and 
out of her life made me want to 
be even more like her. It made 
me feel like we were sort of 
connected in an alcohol drinking, 
ashtray tasting slut bag sort of 
way.
But even that couldn’t 
compare to the kiss seen around 
the world; her kiss on the MTV 
Video Music Awards with 
Madonna. Let me just say, I was 
floored. I wanted that picture 
for my computer wallpaper, 
my phone background, 
EVERYTHING. It was just so 
nice and sweet and classy. 
The next few years after 
that, I don’t even want to write 
about. Her marriage with K-Fed? 
Ugh. She was doing just fine 
by herself. She was so above 
him. She was still a nice, sweet, 
virginal young woman and here 
comes this white trash homeboy. 
However, I’m glad she came 
to her senses and they aren’t 
together anymore. 
Now, she is an even more 
outstanding citizen than she has 
been the past few years. Shaving 
her head, going to rehab, dancing 
with her “real woman’s body” in 
her undies on national TV, and 
losing her kids makes her more 
of a model of how we should act 
than ever. 
Why wouldn’t we want to be 
just like her?
Falling starlet?
Why I still love Britney
To Remember Me
by 
Robert N. Test
 
You are wearing me thin
I am about to break out
Don’t you ever stop to think
that maybe this is not 
the way to be maybe 
give me 
corroboration
You are driving me crazy
Some say, it’s a rather short putt
But I don’t care a thing about 
that 
You say that you are so sorry
and I say you are so 
ridiculous
I don’t want your staggered 
apologies
I just need corroboration 
Forget yesterday
I don’t want to go back there
just fix the hostility that  
  is in the air
Breaking slowly
And I’m so graceful
Don’t pretend you feel me
 you don’t feel 
And I don’t want this aggravation
Just give me corroboration
You are driving me crazy
Some say, it’s a rather short putt
Damn you, give me corroboration
Corroboration
by Jessi Smith
                        
 
  Courter Center Study guide    BOONE CAMPUS 10.24.07      PAGE 8 
Horrorscopes
Jason Munday
Jason Munday
Layout & Design Editor
If you are the kind of Jimmy Eat 
World fan, like me, who was eagerly 
awaiting this new album, you may 
be utterly disappointed. “Chase This 
Light,” is a bit of a let down. While the 
catchy, melodic tracks are still there, 
they are few and far between. I found 
myself struggling to listen to the album 
a second time, like trying beer for the 
second time after barely choking it 
down the first, rather than actually being 
able to really sit back and engage in 
these songs.
Most old school emo kids would 
argue that “Clarity,” the band’s 
first album, was their best work. I 
see it merely as a great start. The 
progression into their next album, 
“Bleed American,” was perfect. It was a 
flawless album which launched the band 
and birthed their early success. A little 
harder edged and innovative, “Bleed 
American” still kept hold of the nuance 
that set the band apart from other 
similar artists.
The much anticipated third album, 
“Futures,” personally, was everything 
I expected out of a Jimmy Eat World. 
Although, it was an album that took a 
couple listens to really grow on me, it 
seemed the perfect follow-up to their 
previous material and sent the message 
that they had matured their own sound 
into sort of a “tough emo” state which, 
in itself, seems contradictory but 
worked nonetheless.
“Chase This Light” starts off 
with the single “Big Casino,” which 
demonstrates every bit of the Jimmy 
Eat World hit single formula. “Like 
She’ll Always Be” and “Here It Goes” 
also both generally fit the mold but 
in different ways. Unfortunately, you 
shouldn’t be prepared for any amazing 
surprises on this album. The one 
song that sticks out the most as being 
substantially different from the typical 
Jimmy Eat World track is “Gotta Be 
Somebody’s Blues” which, at first 
listen, was nothing special, but has 
grown on me. 
For the most part, the album comes 
across as the same anecdotes just not 
as well done as in the past. It could be, 
however, that this is a great example of 
another album that takes a few listens 
for it to grow on you. This is risky 
territory, especially for a group that has 
consistently pumped out hit after hit in 
the past. Less than half the songs on the 
album sound like they even have the 
potential to be songs you would want 
to throw on your iPod and listen to on 
repeat. Although, the more I hear those 
particular songs, the more I like them. 
It is dangerous water Jimmy Eat 
World is approaching. Whether they’re 
just getting lazy in their writing, not 
putting the same care into the music 
or conversely not evolving their music 
with the mainstream market, it seems 
J.E.W. has moved from pumping out 
must-have albums to “maybe I’ll get 
that one song off iTunes.” Overall, I’d 
have to say “Chase This Light” isn’t 
a bad album, its worth listening to, 
but not necessarily worth owning and 
playing into the ground.  
New Album Review:
JIMMY EAT WORLD
CHASE THIS LIGHT
Photo: www.jimmyeatworld.com
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Today, you might die. ...Boo.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you were planning on going to a cemetery in the 
near future, don’t. There are dead people there that could pop out at any moment.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t be surprised by strangers offering you candy. 
Just take it.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): There probably will be a lot of little, annoying kids 
running around your neighborhood this coming week. If you can’t beat them, join 
them.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): If you see a trail of dead bodies, don’t follow it.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Chain saws are great props for a costume. Actually 
cutting your arm off because you’re an idiot, not so great.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): There are plenty of horror movies coming out this time 
of year. Go to one by yourself, you’ll learn something. Maybe.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): It’s probably not a good idea to carry around a bloody 
knife. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Cheer up. Halloween is the best time of year for people 
watching. Surely you’ll see someone that looks dumber than you.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): If you’re going to take the time to make yourself a costume, 
for everyone else’s sake, do a good job.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Raking leaves is one of the few chores autumn creates 
for us. Rake yourself a big pile to jump in. But as it turns out, leaves aren’t as fluffy 
when you’re 23.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If you’re not dead yet, you will be. I’d bet everything I 
own on it.
Roses are grey, violets are grey, 
I’m dead... and colorblind.
POETRY FROM 
BEYOND THE GRAVE
by Eden HinrichsToonsies
